Hi, my name is Kate Juneau and on Sunday Feb. 22 I fell victim to the most recent (unbeknownst to me) internet scam out there. My husband and I are in desperate need of a car as he is in the military and I am a phlebotomy student. I looked on the local craigslist because there tends to be good deals there. More so in military areas because of people PCSing and Deploying. I found a 2004 Nissan Maxima SE in extremely good condition for $3200. I emailed the guy to see if I could set up a time to come look at it and possibly purchase the automobile.

He sent an email back stating that he was a lieutenant in the air force and was deploying March 2nd. He needed to get rid of the car, etc. After a few more exchanges he told me that the car was in Minot, ND at an air force base. He wanted to ship it via eBay so it was secure and there were no trust issues. I received and invoice from eBay instructing me to pay via money gram to a representative named Tom Barlow in San Jose, CA. Which, is where I assume the headquarters for eBay is at.  Now, this invoice looked EXACTLY like every other eBay invoice I have ever received so I thought this was legit. After I sent the first $2000 I didn't hear back from the seller. I sent the representative that was dealing with me "Janelle" an email stating that I had NOT heard back from the seller. 3 hours later I get a final invoice from eBay that says the car will arrive on Friday Feb. 27(This was last night, Tuesday) and that I have 72 hours to inspect, and drive the car to decide if I want it. However, I need to pay the remaining 1200.00 to get the tracking number and sending details. Now, how on earth would they know that it would be there on Friday if I didn't pay so they could make arrangements to send?

I did some investigating and found out I was a victim of a scammer. I also found out that a lot of other people had been scammed just like I had and with a lot more money at stake. 
(read more about it here -  http://theautoprophet.blogspot.com/2008/10/new-ebay-motors-scam.html) I also found out that the EXACT car I was looking to buy was already sold on eBay for 10,000. I contacted that seller and he never contacted me back. I don't know if the two are working together or my guy just stole the pictures.

I also found out that even though I sent the money to "eBay rep" Tom Barlow in San José, CA that the money was picked up in Flint, MI. We called places to see if they had videotape, receipts with fingerprints, or if it was picked up at that location. Some people said no, and one was rude and hung up on us. Made me think that that's where it was picked up and they released the money to someone they knew had an alias.



We have read over and over that you need to contact people immediately. The sooner, the better chance of catching them. So where is my help? I have called the police and they told me that they can't help me because it's not technically fraud since we are still in a binding contract with this person and haven't sent them the rest of the money. It's a civil suit. Now why the hell would I send someone the rest of the money when I know they are scamming me? I went to the FBI website and it forwarded me to the internet crimes site and I filed a complaint. They said they don’t know WHEN or IF they will get to mine since the volume is so overwhelming. I am still in mid-transaction with this person, have their IP address, all the emails, documents, and receipts and NO ONE will help us! I feel as if we are doing this alone.

At first I DID feel in my gut that something wasn't right, but went ahead and proceeded anyway. I'm not sure why, or what God's reason for this was. I know I will never see that money again, but I want to make sure that this happens to NO ONE else ever again. I need to spread the word, and hope that this email makes it into the hands of someone that can do something.

PLEASE FORWARD THIS TO EVERYONE YOU KNOW

ALWAYS TRUST YOUR GUT!
